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GUIDED MISSILE AND ASTROMAUTIC INTELLIGENCE COMMITTEE
9 July 1973

I
MEMORANDUM FOR: €hadirmamy United States Intelligence Board

SUBJECT: International Metric System of Units
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1. The Guided Missile{&gﬁ Astronautics Intelligence
Committee (GMAIC).has Teceived a query from the UK con-
cerning our views on the adoption of the international

T merric system of units for intelligence reporting. Based
on this query, we have conducted an informal survey of
the missile and space components of member agencies. The
responses have been generally favorable. Any conservatism
in the responses derives almost exclusively from the
problems anticipated during the period immediately follow-
ing a decision to adopt the metric System. There is
unanimous agreement among members that the long-range
benefits of converting to the metric system far outweigh
any temporary difficulties that migat occur during the
transitional period.
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2. Accordingly, GMAIC Fecommonds that’ USIB" take
thy e c he
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a. Endorse in principle a policy that would
lead eventually to official community-wide use of the
metric system of units. .
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. .Appoint a panel representing the techni-
cally oriented elements of the intelligence community.
This panel would fully investigate the desirability and
impact of converting to the metric system for intelli-
gence reporting, determine the optimum transitional
procedure and timing, and identify the elements of the
community which would be affected initiall v, Pl ey
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3. 'The principle factors which argie for early ¢“£i*f§
adoption of the metric system are: s
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